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Hoops For Hope 2022

Laurens Central School’s Coaches vs. Cancer • January 22, 2022
10:00 a.m. Girls Modified—
Laurens vs. Morris
11:30 a.m. Boys Modified—
Laurens vs. Morris
1:00 p.m. Girls JV—
Laurens vs. Worcester

3:00 p.m. Boys JV—
Milford vs. Worcester
5:00 p.m. Girls Varsity—
Laurens vs. Worcester
7:00 p.m. Boys Varsity—
Laurens vs. Worcester

Admission to games is by donation, all proceeds go to the American Cancer Society.
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Thank you to
Laurens
Alumni
Association
for sponsoring
this issue of the
Leopard’s Tale.

Join Instructors
Holly Deleski
Linda Reeves
Tracy Bender
Brianne Thompson
& Pam Ross
for Zumba &
Zumba Toning!

Saturday, January 22
10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Laurens Central School MPR
Sign in 10 a.m. • $10 Donation

ALL Proceeds Go to the
American Cancer Society

From the Superintendent

From thePrincipal

WINTERTIME RECESS FOR ELEMENTARY STUDENTS

This is just a reminder to all parents and students about the
upcoming change in our school cell phone policy.
While we have seen some teachers use student personal cell
phones effectively as a learning tool, it has become more and
more apparent that cell phones serve as a significant disruption during the school day. When students aren’t trying to use
them during class periods they are distracted about what text
messages they could be missing, how many Snapchat “stories”
have been updated, searching for their friends’ newest TikTok
videos, and trying to figure out how to check them all without being caught. When students are concentrating on what
is on their phones they are not concentrating on instruction
like they should be and we feel that they can have a negative
effect on student achievement.
Beginning in September, we will have an “away for the
day” cell phone policy for all students. We realize that some
students use their phones to contact parents for rides after
practices and other extracurricular events and this policy will
apply to the hours between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. only. We
firmly believe that the appropriate use of technology benefits
students and teachers, so every student in grades 7-12 will
have the option of signing out a school laptop that they can
use during the school day and at home. Further details on
signing a laptop out for your child will be provided as the
new school year approaches.

Elementary students will still have outdoor recess during
the winter months. It is important that children have warm
hats, coats, boots, and snow pants, as well as gloves or mittens.
Students will only be allowed to play in the snow on the playground if they have snow pants and boots. During bad weather,
students will have recess indoors. Recess will be outdoors
unless it is raining, there is heavy snowfall, the playground
is icy, or the wind chill is too low. While the New York State
Department of Education permits us to send children outside
for recess when wind chills are as low as zero, we hesitate to
do this with a wind chill below 20º F.

ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL IS IMPORTANT

A student’s attendance at school will directly affect their
achievement. Students who are not in school miss important
instruction and may fall behind, especially in the elementary
grades. The more days a student is absent, the more difficult
it will be for that child to be at grade level. Due to COVID,
students are missing more school than usual, so they must be
in school when they are not sick or quarantined. When students are late to school, they also miss valuable instructional
time as ELA and math instruction primarily occurs in the
morning hours for elementary students. Excessively absent
students may also be at risk of being retained.
John Mushtare, Principal

January 2022 Guidance News

IMPORTANT DATES

1/21 ������������������������������������������������ Final due date to submit
Clark Scholarship applications online!
1/25-28��������������������������������������������������������� Regents Exams.
Please see Mrs. Sider for more information.

We ask for your cooperation and assistance in preparing
your child for the transition to this new policy. We realize that
this will be a major change for some of them and that it will
be very difficult for some of our students to not have access
to their phones during the day, but please understand that we
feel it is the best course of action to help teachers teach and
students learn without distractions. If you would like more
information about the negative impacts of cell phone usage
and social media on student learning please take a minute to
browse https://www.awayfortheday.org/.
Thank you and I hope that those of you who enjoy outdoor
winter activities are getting the chance to do so and those of
us who do not are not having to use the shovels and snow
blowers too often!
Sincerely,

HERKIMER COLLEGE NOW SPRING COURSE
REGISTRATION

Students will be given spring course registration and payment information in January, for second semester courses. All
students must turn in their registration forms before February 5.
Students will receive specific information in the near future.

CLARK SCHOLARSHIPS

Seniors were given the Clark Scholarship information
and instructions in December. The final application must be
completed and submitted online by January 21, 2022. This
award is primarily based on academic achievement, but other
factors are considered. Students will receive response letters
from the Clark Foundation sometime in March.

FINANCIAL AID & SCHOLARSHIPS

The guidance office has a variety of information on financial aid and scholarships. Please check the guidance webpage
for more information.

William F. Dorritie, Superintendent
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Who’s New at Laurens

National Honor Society

Hello! My name is Jessica Stahl and
I am the new 2nd grade aide. I was born
and raised in Oneonta, NY and attended
Oneonta High School. I moved to Laurens
12 years ago with my husband. I have
three children, two currently attend LCS
and one graduated from Laurens in 2018.
I have been a substitute here at LCS for
the past two years and was also an assistant teacher for Head
Start for three years in Morris and Schenevus. I enjoy crafting, traveling, attending sporting events, and spending time
with my family. I am excited to work with all the children
and their families.

Taken from Chapter Bylaws of the Laurens
Central School Chapter of the National
Honor Society

ARTICLE V. SELECTION OF MEMBERS

Section 1.	 The selection of members to this chapter shall
be by a majority vote of the faculty council,
which consists of five faculty members
appointed by the principal. The chapter advisor
shall be the sixth, nonvoting, ex officio member
of the faculty council.
Section 2.	 The selection of active members shall be held
once a year by the end of the second month of
the school year.
Section 3.	 Prior to the final selection, the following shall
occur:
a. Students’ academic records shall be reviewed
to determine scholastic eligibility.
b. All students who are eligible scholastically
(i.e., candidates) shall be notified and
asked to complete and submit the candidate
information form for further consideration.
c. The faculty shall be requested to evaluate
candidates determined to be scholastically
eligible using the official input form provided
by the chapter advisor
d. The faculty council shall review the
candidate information forms, faculty input,
and other relevant information to determine
those who fully meet the selection criteria for
membership. Applicants will be scheduled
for an interview with the faculty council,
building principal and chapter advisor.
Section 4.	 Candidates become members when inducted at
a special ceremony.
Section 5.	 An active member of the National Honor
Society who transfers from this school will be
given an official letter indicating the status of
their membership.
Section 6.	 An active member of the National Honor
Society who transfers to this school will be
automatically accepted for membership in this
chapter. The faculty council shall grant to the
transferring member one semester to attain the
membership requirements and, thereafter, this
member must maintain those requirements for
this chapter in order to retain their membership.
Students eligible for selection into the National Honor
Society would have received a letter of application. If there are
any questions about the application or selection process, please
feel free to reach out to Mrs. Murch, NHS advisor, via email
bmurch@laurenscs.org or by calling 432-2050.

CROP News

This month, Catch Me Cooking is starting on January 11.
This program is for any student/parent team. You do not have
to be registered in CROP to participate. You can sign up for
the program any time by calling the school at 607-432-2050
or the CROP Office at 607-432-0958. Enrollment is limited
so please sign up soon. The classes will be done virtually and
most of the food is provided by the program.

GIRLS ON THE RUN COACHES NEEDED
Girls on the Run is a lifechanging program for 3rd5th grade girls that promotes
empowerment by teaching life
skills through lessons and running. Please contact me if you
are interested in being a coach
at jdeboer@laurenscs.org or 607-432-0958.
This will be an exciting month for us with partner visits
from CANO-Author’s Visit and Artist, and Hawk Circle.
Jessica DeBoer,
CROP Site Coordinator

The Class of 2025 will be selling Little Caesar’s Pizza.
If you would like to order, please see any member of the
9th grade class, Mrs. Mann, or Mrs. Cox. The sale will go
from January 24-February 4. Thank you as always for your
support!!
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News from the Nurse

At this time of year, it is a good idea to talk with children about cold weather safety. Extra care is needed, especially in
younger children, to be sure that frostbite does not occur.
• It is important to check your children’s, even teens’, outerwear every day during extreme weather conditions. Warm jackets,
hats, scarves, boots, and an extra pair of dry gloves in their pockets will protect them during extremely cold temperatures.
• Develop an emergency plan and teach your children your emergency plan in case you are not home before the bus comes
to pick them up. If a bus is delayed, they need to know where, when, and how to get help if they think they are waiting
outside for a bus longer than they should or if they sense danger. Tell your child that if you are not home while they are
waiting outside for the bus, how long they may wait outside, where to go in the event the bus is delayed, and what the
dangers and risks of extreme weather are.
Explain danger signs and risks of when to seek help:
• the child gets cold or wet, especially boots or gloves
• the child feels pain or numbness anywhere especially hands, feet, ears, or nose
• the child senses they have waited longer than five minutes when you have alerted them temperatures have dipped
into the teens, especially on a windy day
• the child thinks they may have frostbite which behaves like a burn and requires medical attention.
Teach your child about your cold weather plan even if you are not there to help them. Be sure they know
• when to ask for help,
• where to find safe shelter in an emergency, and
• how to protect themselves with proper winter clothing and an understanding of danger signs

Stay warm and safe. Happy winter!

Dress for Winter Recess!
Be smart – Dress right from the start!
❆ Wear long sleeves, OR
❆ Bring a sweater or sweatshirt
❆ Keep your legs covered; socks, long pants
or tights
Be Ready to Play Everyday!
❆ Warm coat
❆ Hat
❆ M ittens or gloves
❆ Snow pants
❆ Boots for outside
❆ Shoes or sneakers for inside
Better yet, in case you get wet….
❆ Extra pants
❆ Extra socks
❆ Extra underwear
Crystal Wust, School Nurse

Pre-Kindergarten
(Pre-K) Program

LCS is happy to announce that we
will starting a Pre-Kindergarten Program
for the 2022-2023 school year! This is
an exciting time as we strive to provide
early access to education to our families.
If you have a child that will be four by
December 1, 2022, please contact Lindsey Gifford at 432-2050, ext. 2100 so we
may place your child on our Pre-K list.
We look forward to this exciting time!
More information will be provided as we
begin to build our program.
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12TH GRADE

Honor Roll First Quarter
9TH GRADE

High Honor—Lacie Bolster, Mack Lincoln
Cassidy Moxley, Meghan Ouimet, Natalie Segina
Honor—Emily Brown, Genesis Bushnell, Michael Davis,
Kiernan Dunham, Jaden Gravelding, Joshua Houck, Brock
Mann, Willow Rogers, Athena Saggese, Natasha Solovitch,
Vydalya Young

High Honor—Emersen Allen, Jaidon Brodie, Libby Cox,
Brooke Mann, Jaidyn Simon
Honor—Tyler Brienza, Nicholas DeBoer,
Cadence Koren, Carlton Long, David Rotolo, Ethan Smith,
Ralphilyel Tefft

8TH GRADE

11TH GRADE

High Honor—Lia Flores, Allison Johnson,
Priscilla Scala, Nicole Stanley, Alicia Stevens,
Hannah Weiss, Ryleigh Williams, Logan Wright
Honor—Kyrah Andrades, Noah Harding, Steven Kilts,
Mackenzie Louden, Isaac Milette, Jerry Schaffer,
Alyssa Stevens

High Honor—James Gaglia, Justin LaPilusa,
Sierra Rondeau, Anthony Rotolo, Donta Sherwood,
Landon Smith
Honor—Gabriela Andrades, Aiden Armenti,
Cyller Cimko, Kendra Dunham, Diedra-Mae Ecker,
Brock Lewis, Brooke White

7TH GRADE

10TH GRADE

High Honor—Kayla Lewis, Courtney McCarthy,
Carmella Tripple
Honor—Hailey Ashley-Baker, Rylee Balbuena-Solovitch,
Ethan Barnes, Kendall Capraro, Ashleigh Davis,
Trent DeBoer, Lucas Dorritie, Nathaniel Kovacs,
Ariana LeBeau, Gillian LeBeau, Ryan Lindsay,
Tyler Louden, Charlotte Smallin, Jonathan Smith,
Ashton Solovitch, Moses Tafel

High Honor—Tara Bookhout, Ryeley Gravelding,
Jade Moxley, Victoria Stevens
Honor—Trinity Beasley, Eowyn Chickerell,
Angelina Conley, Alexandria Geissinger, Logan Green,
Hunter Huffman, Alysa Hunt, Alesa John, Kadance LeBeau,
Ethan Martindale, Nevaeh Norton, Spencer Platt,
Bailey Rondeau, Logan Rondeau, Starlene Stilson

January 2022 Calendar of Events
17..................... ML KING Jr. DAY—NO SCHOOL
18..................... GMB vs. Sharon Springs, 6:00 p.m.
BMB @ Sharon Springs
Zumba MPR, 6:00 p.m.
19..................... BOE Mtg. rm., 115 7:30 p.m.
20..................... BVBB vs. Sharon Springs, 6:00 p.m.
Zumba MPR, 6:00 p.m
21..................... GVBB @ Sharon Springs, 5:30 p.m.
22..................... Zumbathon MPR, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Coaches vs. Cancer-Hoops for Hope
GMB vs. Morris, 10:00 a.m.
BMB vs. Morris, 11:30 a.m.
GJVB vs. Worcester, 1:00 p.m.
Milford JV Boys vs. Worcester, 3:00 p.m.
GVBB vs. Worcester, 5:00 p.m.
BVBB vs. Worcester, 7:00 p.m.
25-28................ REGENTS
25..................... Zumba MPR, 6:00 p.m.		
26..................... GMB vs. CVS, 6:00 p.m.
BMB @ CVS
27..................... GBB @ Schenevus
Zumba MPR, 6:00 p.m.
28..................... Share & Shine via Zoom, 2:00 p.m.
BVBB vs. Schenevus, 6:00 p.m.
29..................... GMB vs. Milford
BMB @ Milford
Zumba MPR, 9:00 a.m.
31..................... GMB @ Richfield Springs

1...................... HAPPY NEW YEAR
3...................... Colorguard Adv., Rm 115, 6:00-8:00 p.m.
4...................... GBB vs. Stamford, 5:30 p.m.
Zumba MPR 6:00 a.m.
Village Mtg. Rm 129A, 7:00 p.m.
5...................... GMB vs. Franklin, 5:00 p.m.
BVBB vs. Charlotte Valley, 6:30 p.m.
6...................... BMB @ Franklin, 5:00 p.m.
GBB vs. Milford
Zumba Café, 6:00 p.m.
7...................... BVBB @ Richfield Springs, 6:00 p.m.
GMB @ GMU, 5:30 p.m.
GJVB vs. Richfield Springs, 6:00 p.m.
GVB @ GMU, 7:00 p.m.
8...................... Zumba MPR, 9:00 a.m.
GMB @ Schenevus
BMB vs. Schenevus
10..................... Booster Club Mtg. via Zoom, 7:00 p.m.
11 ...................... GBB vs. Franklin
BVBB @ Franklin, 6:00 p.m.
Zumba MPR, 6:00 p.m.
12..................... POMP Mtg. via Zoom, 7:00 p.m.
13..................... GMB @ Stamford, 5:00 p.m.
BMB @ Stamford
GBB @ Edmeston
14..................... BVBB vs. Edmeston, 6:00 p.m.
15..................... BMB vs. Edmeston
GMB @ Edmeston
Zumba MPR, 9:00 a.m.
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Deck the Halls for the Holidays
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Deck the Halls for the Holidays
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We Had a “Gnome on the Roam”
at LCS

Science News

As part of their study of the circulatory system, Living
Environment students in Mrs Murch’s class learned how to
take a blood pressure. A special thank you to Mr. Dorritie,
Mr. Mushtare, Mr. Martin, Mr. Murch and Mr. Tirado for
being patients.

During the month of December there was a gnome roaming
LCS. Each day he was spotted in a different location. The kids
had great fun trying to locate him and loved telling people
where they found him.
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Breakfast and Lunch must include 3 items and one MUST be a fruit and/or vegetable.

Soup/Salad w/Chick Peas or Sandwich

Chicken & Biscuits
Peas

Breakfast Biscuit Sandwich

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer

Soup/Salad w/Chick Peas or Sandwich

Soup/Salad w/Chick Peas or Sandwich

Soup/Salad w/Chick Peas or Sandwich

Soup/Salad w/Chick Peas or Sandwich

Assorted Pizza
Romaine and Spinach Salad

Goulash
Green Beans
Garlic Bread

Oven Baked Chicken
Mashed Potatoes
Carrots

Stuffed Shells
Garlic Bread

Chicken Quesadillas
Corn

Soup/Salad w/Chick Peas or Sandwich

Breakfast Burrito

Waffles w/Bacon

Soup/Salad w/Chick Peas or Sandwich

Assorted Pizza Muffins
Romaine and Spinach Salad

French Toast Sticks

Breakfast Burrito

Soup/Salad w/Chick Peas or Sandwich

Chicken Stir Fry
Egg Roll

Breakfast Sandwich

Soup/Salad w/Chick Peas or Sandwich

Meatloaf
Mashed Potatoes
Peas

Scrambled Eggs
w/Hash Browns

Soup/Salad w/Chick Peas or Sandwich

Assorted Pizza
Romaine and Spinach Salad

BBQ Rib Patties
Tater Tots
Green Beans
Soup/Salad w/Chick Peas or Sandwich

Sausage Gravy & Biscuits

Soup/Salad w/Chick Peas or Sandwich

Assorted Pizza Rolls
Romaine and Spinach Salad

French Toast Sticks

Breakfast Pizza

Soup/Salad w/Chick Peas or Sandwich

Grilled Cheese
Tomato Soup

Scrambled Eggs w/Cheese
Home fries

Pancakes w/ Sausage

Soup/Salad w/Chick Peas or Sandwich

Chicken Patty
French Fries
Carrots

Chocolate Chip Pancakes

WRAP DAY
Assorted Wraps
Soup/Salad w/Chick Peas

Tuna Casserole & Peas

Waffles w/ Sausage

Soup/Salad w/Chick Peas or Sandwich

Macaroni &Cheese
Garlic Bread
Carrots

Breakfast Biscuit Sandwich

Assorted Cereal

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.
DAY

NO SCHOOL

Soup/Salad w/Chick Peas or Sandwich

Oatmeal w/Brown Sugar
& Raisins

Breakfast Burrito

Soup/Salad w/Chick Peas or Sandwich

Soup/Salad w/Chick Peas or Sandwich

Soup/Salad w/Chick Peas or Sandwich

Chicken Tenders
Brussel Sprouts

Soft or Hard Shelled Tacos
Refried Beans

Ultimate Chicken Bowl

Hamburger/Cheeseburger
French Fries
Cauliflower

Pancakes w/Bacon

Assorted Cereal

Laurens Central School

JANUARY 2022
Breakfast K-3 $1.95
Breakfast 4-12 $2.10
Lunch K-3 $2.20
Lunch 4-12 $2.45

Area All-State

Laurens Central School students Diedra-Mae Ecker and Justin LaPilusa participated in the
2021 Zone 8 Area All-State festival, which took place on November 19 and 20 at Cooperstown
Jr-Sr High School. Justin played percussion in the concert band, and Diedra sang alto in the
treble choir. Zone 8 of the New York State School Music Association (NYSSMA) features
students across Otsego, Schoharie, Madison, Chenango, and Delaware counties. Justin and
Diedra were chosen to participate by a committee within the zone according to their submissions
to the recorded NYSSMA solo festival that took place in April of this year. Way to go, Diedra
and Justin!

Thanksgiving Dinner
at LCS

Once again the LCS Cafeteria outdid themselves
with the annual Thanksgiving Dinner that was
served to students and staff on November
17. Many pitched in to help out and it was
delicious, as always. It would be nice if we
could have had a naptime scheduled
for the afternoon. A big thank you
goes out to our Cafeteria staff for
preparing and serving such a great
meal!
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SHARE AND SHINE

The focus of this month’s character trait will be on Responsibility. Students can be responsible by doing what is expected,
not making excuses, and holding themselves accountable for their own actions. Throughout the month of January and the rest
of the school year teachers in K-6 will be teaching students the importance of acting responsibly. On January 28 at 2:00 p.m.
via Zoom, we will be holding a Share and Shine assembly. You will receive a notice if your child will be receiving an award.

NOVEMBER’S SHARE AND SHINE AWARD WINNERS FOR RESPECT
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Happy New Year!

On behalf of the Key Club, we want to give a huge thank you to
everyone who donated to our community project this holiday season.

Order your
Yearbook before
Fitness
March 1 ZUMBA
with
Linda Reeves,

to ensure you get
a Deleski,
Holly
and Tracy Bender
copy!

Licensed Instructors:
Zumba/Toning

Name: ________________________________________ Class: _____________
_____
Hard Cover
$35
Order
your Edition
Yearbook

& Thursday Evenings
_____ ElementaryTuesday
Edition $12
6:00 – 7:00 pm
Saturday mornings
9:00 am
TOTAL: ________
at Laurens Central School

Name
before_____
March
1 Embossed on Cover $5

to ensure
you
a Yearbook
copy!
Checks made
out to get
the Laurens

Name: _______________________________________
Class: _______________
 Hard Cover Edition $35
 Elementary Edition $12
 Name Embossed on Cover $5
Checks made out to the Laurens Yearbook
TOTAL: ___________

$5.00 a class or get your
coupon card ($25 & $50)
Must wear a mask,
we have toning sticks,
but can bring your own.
Any questions
Call 433-4761 & 432-7521
Buy 5 get 2 FREE [$25]
Buy 10 get 4 FREE [$50]
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