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Thank You!

A great big THANK YOU goes out to the Oneonta Rotary and Opportunities for
Otsego for their generous donations. Both organizations donated items for our hygiene
closet, which benefits many families in our community. The Oneonta Rotary also
donated winter hats and gloves for our students. Thanks to local organizations like
these, we can provide much needed items to our students and their families.

T hank you to
the Laurens
Teacher’s
Association for
sponsoring
this issue of the
Leopard’s Tale.

Parent Teacher Conferences

Parent Teacher Conferences for students in grades
K-12 will be held in the afternoon on
Wednesday, February 9, 2022
All students will be dismissed
at 12:35 p.m.
Please call the Main Office to schedule your conference
432-2050, ext. 1220

From the Superintendent

I want to provide some brief updates for families
and the community about what’s going on at LCS:
1. COVID testing, vaccinations, etc. As you know,
we had to switch to a week of remote learning in
January. We are still providing at-home test kits
for any symptomatic student as long as we receive
parent permission or the parent comes and picks
up the test. We will also inform you if our SchoolBased Health Center is planning to offer more
appointments for vaccinations or booster shots.
2. Winter Sports: By the time this newsletter is
being distributed we are hoping to be winding
down towards the end of our winter sports seasons
without any more COVID-related cancellations.
Colorguard should be in the middle of their show
season. Students, coaches, advisors and spectators
have done an excellent job following our health
and safety protocols and we have been able to
continue to allow visiting spectators to attend our
events.
3. Choral Cabaret: At this time it is our hope that
we will still be able to do a choral cabaret performance this spring. I will be meeting with the music
department and making a determination based on
the recommendations of the Department of Health
and the conditions in our county as we approach
the date of the performance.
4. Capital Improvements Project: We are
approaching the time when we will be receiving
bids on our capital improvements project that was
approved by the voters in May of 2021. As you can
imagine, with the rising price of materials and labor
shortages we will need to make some adjustments
to the scope and timeline of the project; this is
actually the case with any capital project, but the
Board of Education and I along with Mr. West and
Mrs. DeGroat will work diligently to provide
as much of the original scope of the project as
possible based on the budget approved by the
voters.
5. 3-8 ELA and Math Testing: As of right now the
State Education Department is still planning for
the administration of the Grades 3-8 ELA and
Math tests beginning in March. You will receive
more updates from Mr. Mushtare in the March
newsletter.
Thank you again for making LCS a great place for
us all to work and attend school. Enjoy your winter
break!
Sincerely,
Bill Dorritie
William F. Dorritie, Superintendent

February 2022 Guidance News

INFO FOR JUNIORS & PLANNING FOR COLLEGE

Here is a “to do” list to keep you organized for the next few
months:
• Make a file to manage your college search, testing and
application data.
• Visit college websites and request materials.
• Explore colleges via online searches like www.niche.com, www.
chegg.com or www.princetonreview.com.
• Find out about college-prep summer programs or enrichment
programs. Check www.summeroncampus.com.
• Develop a list of 10 to 15 colleges that attract you and that you
may wish to visit—then VISIT (in person or virtually)!
• Sign up to attend “Junior Visit Days” offered by many colleges
in the spring and summer. Many are during vacations.
Hopefully, colleges will still be offering these in person.
• Create a resume of extracurricular activities, athletics and other
honors and experiences you have received or participated in
while in high school. This info is crucial to a quality transcript.

FINANCIAL AID & SCHOLARSHIPS

The guidance office has a variety of information on financial
aid and scholarships. Parents and students are encouraged to visit
and utilize these helpful resources. Check out these websites for
scholarship and financial aid information:
www.hesc.ny.gov
www.studentaid.ed.gov
www.finaid.org
www.collegecost.ed.gov/scorecard
www.suny.edu/smarttrack/types-of-financial-aid/scholarships
www.studentscholarships.org
www.goodcall.com/scholarships

Class of 2022 Fundraiser
The senior class will be selling

from February 7-25.
If you are interested in ordering, please contact a
member of the class or Mrs. Mann for information
or you may order online at
https://fundraising.gertrudehawkchocolates.com/
Orders will be delivered before Easter.
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News from the Nurse

DEVELOPING HEALTHY HABITS AS A FAMILY

The best place for children to learn about living a
healthy lifestyle is at home. The lessons learned can
be reinforced at school, but will have the most impact
when practiced daily at home.
Families can encourage children to be more active
by having them participate in family activities as well
as sports. Along with physical activity, there are other
important health-related lessons to teach your children
—and to reflect in your own life!
Consider making the following actions part of your
family’s healthy lifestyle.
• Cut back on TV, computer, and video game time.
Less time spent on these activities leaves more
time for movement!
• Take a family walk or bike ride.
• Play with your children. It will be healthy for all
of you, both physically and emotionally.
• Make homework a priority. Provide a quiet time
and place for doing homework. Talk to your child’s
teacher to make sure your child is keeping up with
classroom work
• Plan to eat a balanced, healthy dinner together
as a family. If schedules don’t allow for dinner
together every night, make a goal to have at least
two dinners together every week.
• Make sure you and your children get enough sleep.
Choose a reasonable bedtime that allows for 9 to
12 hours of sleep each night for a school-aged
child. (Teenagers may need even more sleep than
a young child!)
Our health is an important factor in our quality of
life. Children who are healthy learn better, have more
positive interactions, and have a better chance for
success in life. As a parent, you have a lot of power to
provide your children with the basic knowledge and
practices they need for the rest of their lives.

Trap Team Meeting

There will be an informational meeting and
registration for the Laurens Trap Team on February 1 at
6:00 p.m. in room 208.
All st udents that are
interested in participating
in the spring league should
attend with a parent. We will
be discussing fundraising,
the season schedule, and
answering questions that new
shooters have about the club.

Pre-Kindergarten (Pre-K) Program

LCS is happy to announce that we will be starting a PreKindergarten Program for the 2022-2023 school year! This is an
exciting time as we strive to provide early access to education to
our families. If you have a child that will be four by December 1,
2022, please contact Lindsey Gifford at 432-2050, ext. 2100 so
we may place your child on our Pre-K list. We look forward to
this exciting time!
More information will be provided as we begin to build our
program.

Kindergarten 2022-2023

If you live in the Laurens District and have a child that will
be five years of age, on or before December 1, 2022, please call
Mrs. Hall in the main office at 607-432-2050 in order to ensure
that your child is on our list of incoming Kindergarten students.
More information regarding Kindergarten registration will be
in next month’s newsletter.

CROP News

CATCH ME COOKING

Currently we have 10 families signed up for the classes. They are
having a great time making and learning about food. This program
is a hands-on culinary and nutrition series for families. You do not
have to be in CROP to attend these classes. If you are interested in
doing this please call the CROP office or email me and we can get
you signed up for the next upcoming session.

GIRLS ON THE RUN—COACH NEEDED

About us: Girls on the Run
(GOTR) is a 501(c)3 non-prof it
organization dedicated to creating
a world where every girl knows and
activates her limitless potential and
is free to boldly pursue her dreams.
We inspire girls to be joyful, healthy,
and confident using a fun, experiencebased curriculum which creatively
integrates running.
Girls on the Run is for 3rd to 5th grade girls, and our Heart & Sole
program is for girls in grades 6th through 8th. If you are interested in
being a coach please contact me at 607-432-0958 or email jdeboer@
laurenscs.org.
—Jessica DeBoer, CROP Site Coordinator
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5th Grade Nutcrackers

Mrs. VanDeusen’s 5th grade class created Nutcrackers out of recycled Pringles cans! Mrs. Mish has been leading this
project for 18 years with each 5th grade class. Due to remote learning last year, we were unable to create the Nutcrackers,
but we are so fortunate to be back at it this year!

Kindergarten Gingerbread Houses

The kindergarten classes were able to make their gingerbread houses this year. Thank you to all the adults that were able
to come in to help them build. Great fun was had by all!
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Holiday
Spirit Week
at LCS

For the last five days of school before holiday break the faculty, staff, and students turned LCS into a festive holiday
wonderland! Classes decorated the walls and hallways, festive holiday music was blasted throughout the dining hall, and
Student Council sponsored a holiday themed Spirit Week! Student Council officers and representatives really wanted to bring
some lighthearted fun into school for the last few days before break. We are totally thrilled with the incredible amount of
participation from so many of our faculty, staff, and students!
The dress up festivities included a candy cane day, a winter wonderland day, holiday sweater and attire day, holiday character
day, and holiday PJ day. Student Council is hoping that we can continue this new tradition for years to come!
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Santa at the Gazebo

Share & Shine Award
Winners for Fairness

We were very happy to be able to have Santa visit at
the gazebo this year after having to cancel last year due to
COVID. On December 17, the kindergarten through third
grade classes walked to Knapp Park to tell Santa what they
wanted for Christmas.
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Calendar of Events

Trap Club Mtg., Rm. 208, 6:00 p.m.
Zumba MPR 6:00 p.m.
Village Mtg., Rm. 129A, 7:00 p.m.
BVBB @ Milford
BMBB @ Stamford
GMBB @ Stamford
GBB vs. Charlotte Valley
Zumba Café, 6:00 p.m.
BMBB @ Worcester
GMBB vs. Worcester
Zumba Café, 9:00 a.m.
Colorguard Adv. Rm 115, 6:00 p.m.
BBB Playoff #1
Zumba, MPR, 6:00 p.m.
½ Day of School P/T Conferences K-12
POMP Mtg. via Zoom, 7:00 p.m.
GBB Playoff #1
BBB Playoff #2
Zumba, Café, 6:00 p.m.
GBB Playoff #2
Zumba, Café, 9:00 a.m.
Booster Club Mtg. via Zoom, 7:00 p.m.
Zumba, MPR, 6:00 p.m.
BOE Meeting, Rm. 115, 7:30 p.m.
Zumba, Café, 6:00 p.m.
Share & Shine via Zoom, 2:00 p.m.
Tri-Valley Basketball Championships
Zumba, Café, 9:00 a.m.
PRESIDENT’S DAY NO SCHOOL
WINTER BREAK
Zumba, MPR, 6:00 p.m.
Zumba, MPR, 6:00 p.m.
Zumba, MPR, 9:00 a.m.
Classes Resume

News From Share and Shine

The character focus for the K-6 classes for February is
Compassion. Compassion is treating others as you want to
be treated, being sensitive to other people’s feelings, and
encouraging others to be their best. Throughout the month and
the rest of the school year, teachers in K-6 will be teaching
students the importance of showing compassion.
On February 18 at 2:00 p.m. via Zoom, we will be holding a Share and Shine assembly. At this assembly, awards
will be handed out to students and classes who display this
character trait on a regular basis within the school building.
You will receive a notice if your child will be receiving an
award. The Zoom link will be posted on the school’s website
on the Elementary students’ page. We hope you can join us!

ZUMBA Fitness

with
Linda Reeves, Holly Deleski, and Tracy Bender
Licensed Instructors: Zumba/Toning
Tuesday & Thursday Evenings
6:00–7:00 p.m.
Saturday Mornings
9:30 a.m.
at Laurens Central School
$5.00 a class or get your coupon card ($25 & $50)
Must wear a mask, we have toning sticks,
but can bring your own.
Any questions Call 433-4761 or 432-7521
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